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The Aurora Issue
At last month’s BSAS meeting, we heard some about auroras as part of Bill McClain’s talk on Space Weather. At 
the June monthly meeting, we will do a deep dive into aurora with Vincent Ledvina, “The Aurora Guy.”

In this presentation, Vincent Ledvina will explain the science behind the northern lights, including how the Sun 
and Earth work together to produce aurora, what auroral substorms are, and why strong space weather can 
make the lights visible at lower latitudes. He will also share practical tips for planning a trip to Alaska and for 
improving your chances of seeing the aurora closer to home.

If you want to do a little “homework” before the meeting, turn to page 4 of this issue.  

***

Aurora Photo by Sheri Vaughan

“No one regards what is before his 
feet; we all gave at the stars.”

– Quintus Ennius, Roman writer and 
poet (c. 239 BC -c. 169 BC)

Do you know the Patriotic Star? Just in 
time for Flag Day, July 4th, and 
America’s 250th, see page 16



About BSAS

Founded in 1928, the Barnard-Seyfert Astronomical Society 
is an association of amateur and professional astronomers 
who have joined together to share their knowledge and love 
of the night -  and day - sky! We welcome everyone from 
beginners to pros alike! 

BSAS meets on the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Warner Park Nature Center in Nashville, TN. Experienced 
members or guest speakers usually talk about some aspect of 
astronomy or sky observing.  Subjects range from how the 
universe first formed to how to build your own telescope, to 
“Pluto:  Dog, planet, or KBO?...” 

The meetings are very casual and time is allotted for coffee, 
hang out and general astro-tivity!  Meetings are free and 
open to the public, you do NOT need to be a member to 
attend!…  Join us!

BSAS membership entitles you to several perks such as 
subscription discounts to Astronomy and Sky & Telescope 
magazines, access to the club’s Equipment Loan Program, 
invitations to private club events, participation in our Google 
chat forums, and much more!

In addition to the regular meetings, BSAS also sponsors many 
public astronomy events, such as our famous monthly public 
star parties, Astronomy Day school events, collaborations 
with the Dyer Observatory, tents and displays at local 
festivals, and “Pop-Up” star parties! 

More information about BSAS can be found on our website 
bsasnashville.com.   If you have any questions, please email 
us anytime at info@bsasnashville.com. 

Officers
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 email info@bsasnashville.com.
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Did someone say FREE telescope loans??... Why yes, yes they did!!

BSAS has telescopes ranging from 2.5” to 10”, from beginner to 
advanced, that members can borrow for up to 60 days at a time!  We 
also have other items such as H-alpha solar telescopes, Dobsonians, 
educational CDs, tapes, DVDs, and more!

BSAS will not be held responsible for lost sleep or gear addiction from 
use of this excellent astronomy equipment!  For information on what’s 
currently available, contact info@bsasnashville.com.

Equipment Loan Program

mailto:info@bsasnashville.com
http://bsanashville.com
mailto:info@bsasnashville.com


President’s Corner
By Steve Hughes

Greetings Fellow Astro-nuts!

There’s always plenty happening behind the scenes at BSAS, and 
we’re constantly working to make your experience even better!

We’ve been fine tuning our Zoom setup and you can look forward 
to some fantastic guest speakers in the months ahead!

As a member club of The Astronomical League, we’ll be 
highlighting more of the great perks and resources available to you.

We’re building a better online inventory for our Equipment Loan 
Program so you’ll have a much clearer picture of all the telescopes 
and gear you can borrow for free.

Finally, we are always in need of volunteers! Whether it’s helping 
with star parties, setting up gear, outreach events, or yelling at the 
clouds, every contribution matters! If you have a few hours to give, 
please reach out — we’d love to have you on the team!

As always, be safe, be kind, and keep looking up! 

Steve Hughes 
President, BSAS 

“Every star may be a sun to someone...” - Carl Sagan
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The Eclipse is the monthly newsletter of 
the Barnard-Seyfert Astronomical 
Society, Nashville, Tennessee.

Comments, questions, and submissions 
for future issues are welcome and may 
be sent to eclipse@bsasnashville.com.  

Don Filer, Editor 

Upcoming Events

June Member Meeting
Vincent Ledvina "The Aurora Guy"

Wednesday, June 17
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Warner Park Nature Center
7311 Highway 100 Nashville

Public Star Party
Saturday, June 20
9:00 - 11:00 p.m

Shelby Bottoms Nature Center
Nashville

July Member Meeting
Wednesday, July 15 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Warner Park Nature Center
7311 Highway 100 Nashville

mailto:eclipse@bsasnashville.com
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 Aurora 

Continued on Next Page 
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Continued on Next Page 
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Continued on Next Page 
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Continued on Next Page 
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Continued on Next Page 
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Observing Page 

Image of M65 and M66 by Ron Ladd

Want to see your 
images here?  Send 

with a short 
description to 

eclipse@bsasnash
ville.com.  

 

Reminder: Getting to Our Natchez Trace Observing Site
Natchez Trace bridge that goes over Highway 96 will be closed through Spring 2027 for updates. It will be 
closed from mile marker 440 to 437. The rest of the Parkway is open, just the bridge is closed.

Anyone who normally enters the Natchez Trace Parkway at the Highway 100/McCrory Lane entrance near 
the Loveless Cafe will only be able to go to the pull off before the bridge and will have to turn back. To get 
to our private star party locations, you will have to enter the Parkway from the Highway 96 entrance. If 
coming from I-40 or Bellevue area, you'll have to go down HWY 100 past the Natchez Trace entrance to 
the HWY 96 intersection and turn left. It's about a mile or 2 further distance, but actually a little faster this 
way as the speed limit is 55 mph on 100/96 vs 35 or 40 mph on the Parkway. If coming from the Franklin 
or Fairview area, you probably already enter from HWY 96, so nothing should change.

Thanks to Tony Drinkwine for this reminder! 

Image of M81 and M82 by Tony 
Drinkwine. 2.5 hours with a Dwarf 3

Image of a portion of Markarian’s Chain by Pete Stegemeyer. 2 hours with a Dwarf 3. 
Pete shared the uncropped image on the BSAS Google group.

mailto:eclipse@bsasnashville.com
mailto:eclipse@bsasnashville.com
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Images by Bobby 
McCullough 
showing before 
and after of the 
supernova visible 
in NGC 5907.

Less than 15 hours 
for each image.  
Last year is from 
Bortle 6 Franklin 
and this year from 
Bortle 1 Starfront.  
While we began 
seeing SN 2026kid 
near the end of 
April this year, it 
actually occurred 
around 45 million 
years ago.  Both 
images were 
captured with a 
Seestar S50 in EQ 
mode using 20 and 
30 second 
exposures.  
Processed in 
Pixinsight and 
Gimp.

Featured Object
NGC 5907 - The Splinter Galaxy

High in the northern sky in Draco lies NGC 5907, also known as the Splinter Galaxy - a razor-thin 
spiral seen perfectly edge-on. Stretching about 100,000 light-years across, it glows near magnitude 
10 and is faintly visible in large binoculars under very dark skies. Through small telescopes, it 
appears as a dim, needle-like streak; with medium apertures revealing a narrow dust lane dividing 
the disk and large instruments showing subtle mottling and a soft glow tapering at each end. 
Astrophotographers can capture its delicate symmetry and the ghostly halo that surrounds it.

Although discovered by William Herschel on May 5th, 1788, deep imaging has since revealed a faint 
stellar stream looping around it - evidence of a long-ago galactic merger. NGC 5907 offers a glimpse 
of cosmic evolution in action and is one of the most elegant spirals of the northern summer sky.

Text From: Highpoint Scientific
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Photo by Steve Hughes 6/3/26
Tycho Crater 

iPhone photo by Jake Preston 6/4/26 

Don’t Forget 
the Moon! 
Here is a small 
collection of moon 
photos by 
members…enjoy! 

* * * 

Send more! 

Photo by Tony Proctor 6/2/26 
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The ECLIPSE - Februa

Upcoming Events & Activities
June Member Meeting

Other Upcoming Events

Vincent Ledvina "The Aurora Guy"

Wednesday, June 17th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Warner Park Nature Center

7311 Tennessee Highway 100, Nashville

BSAS is a non-profit, 100% volunteer operated organization. Please consider giving us a hand if you can!

Specifically, we could use some help with the following:

● Monthly Meeting Setup: Help set up the space and tech for the meetings.
● Program Committee: Help research content for our monthly meetings.
● Event Crew: Help with setting up our various events.

If you have an interest in helping with any of the above, or in any other way, 
please email us at volunteer@bsasnashville.com.

.

The joint-venture BSAS/Dyer star parties will continue for the next few months while the 
observatory is undergoing renovations. Unfortunately, weather caused cancellation of the 
BSAS/Dyer Star Party on Saturday, June 6, at the Bowie Nature Center in Fairview. We have 
another chance this month for a public star party at Shelby Bottoms Nature Center on Saturday, 
June 20, 9:00-11:00.  

Call for Volunteers!!

Night Sky Network 

Looking For Meeting Minutes? 
Regular- and Board-Meeting minutes are stored on the BSAS Google Drive, 

and available for review once posted.

The Night Sky Network (NSN) program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to astronomy outreach. Visit 

nightsky.jpl.nasa.org to find local clubs, events, and more! You can catch up on all of NASA’s current and future 

missions at nasa.gov. With articles, activities and games NASA Space Place encourages everyone to get excited about 

science and technology. Visit spaceplace.nasa.gov to explore space and Earth science!
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BSAS Miscellany  
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Look what you missed in May if you were not 
at the BSAS monthly meeting! Don’t miss 
June’s meeting: 6/17, 7 pm Warner Parks 
Nature Center.

The BSAS 2026 Member Wall Calendar is SOLD OUT!!

But fear not!..  We will continue to take orders and print more batches as orders come in! Just 
head over to bsasnashville.com and order one today!  Again a VERY special thanks to all the 
BSAS members who shared some of their amazing images to make this project possible!!  
Calendars are $20 for members, $25 for non-members.

 Click here for a preview!

Okay, so this shot wasn’t taken by one of our members 
but its still way cool.  The photographer spent a 
freezing night at the top of a mountain in the Alps to 
get this.  See more HERE. 

Your editor traveled to the Texas Star Party last month. 
Above is a shot of one of the three fields filled with 
telescopes including at least four over 30”.  

I enjoyed excellent, clear, dark skies (it was cloudy for 3 
nights).  Omega Centauri was an easy naked eye object and 
truly spectacular in a telescope (teaser by Seestar 30 
below).  It was hard to resist just sitting and soaking up the 
Milky Way.  I attempted to complete one of the observing 
challenge lists but got stymied by some tough early 
morning targets.  Still huge fun!

Will I go again next year?  I would love to.  Who else is up 
for a roadtrip? 

http://bsasnashville.com
https://photos.app.goo.gl/gU2dxM3iM5vEpqcW6
https://petapixel.com/2026/05/08/photographer-spends-night-on-freezing-mountain-to-capture-rare-triple-galaxy-arch/
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Summer Solstice will soon be here!  
The Summer Solstice marks the official beginning of astronomical summer in the Northern Hemisphere 
and occurs each year around June 20–21. On this day, the Sun reaches its northernmost point in the 
sky and follows its longest path above the horizon, giving us the greatest amount of daylight of the 
year.

The solstice occurs because Earth's axis is tilted by about 23.5 degrees relative to its orbit around the 
Sun. As Earth travels around the Sun, the Northern Hemisphere gradually tilts toward the Sun during 
spring, reaching its maximum tilt at the summer solstice. At that moment, the Sun appears directly 
overhead at the Tropic of Cancer (23.5° north latitude).

While the solstice provides the longest day and shortest night of the year, it is not the hottest day. The 
atmosphere, land, and oceans continue to absorb more energy than they release for several weeks 
afterward, creating a seasonal lag that typically makes July and August warmer than June.

Cultures around the world have celebrated the summer solstice for thousands of years. Ancient 
monuments such as Stonehenge were carefully aligned with the Sun's position on the solstice. Today, 
the summer solstice remains a reminder of our planet's place in space and the celestial rhythms that 
shape life on Earth.



ary/March 2025
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The Patriotic Star

Become a Member of BSAS! Visit bsasnashville.com to join 
online. All memberships have a vote in BSAS elections and 
other membership votes. 

Also included are subscriptions to the BSAS and 
Astronomical League newsletters. Annual dues: • Regular: 
$25 • Family: $35 • Senior/Senior Family: $20 • Student:* 
$15 * To qualify as a student, you must be enrolled full time 
in an accredited institution or home schooled.
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Next BSAS meeting
Wednesday, June 17, 7:00 p.m.

Warner Park Nature Center
7311 Tennessee Highway 100

Nashville, TN 37221

In honor of the club's 90th anniversary we 
partnered with Hatch Show Print to create a 
unique poster that would honor the 
achievement of the club. For those who don't 
know Hatch Show has been making posters 
for a variety of events and concerts for 140 
years. In all that time we are their first 
astronomy club. On the poster at the center is 
the moon. This was made from a wood 
grained stencil that the shop has used for over 
50 years. To contrast that the telescope that 
the people are using is a brand new stencil 
made for our poster. The poster has three 
colors. First the pale yellow color of the moon 
was applied. Next the small stars, circles, and 
figures at the bottom were colored in metallic 
gold. The third color is a blue for the night sky. 
Where it overlaps with the metallic gold it 
creates a darker blue leaving the figures at the 
bottom looking like silhouettes. 

This was a one-time printing so the 100 that we have are all that will be printed. 

The prints are approximately 13 3/4” x 22 1/4” and are available for $20 at our 
membership meetings, or $25 with shipping by ordering through bsasnashville.com. 
Frame not included.


